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‘onthe USA PATRIOT Act, racial

Former congressman Jim Turner hands his busi-
ness card to senior political science major Rand
Heye in the George Bush Presidential Library
Monday night. Turner delivered a speech on
homeland security and the changes the United

Evan O'Connell - THE BATTALION

States must make to combat extreme Islamic
fundamentalists. Turner says that the cost of ac-
tion is far less than the cost of inaction and that
“we can do better, and we must do better"
with regards to U.S. border security.

 FIGHTING TERRORISM

page by Emily Ward

Former Rep.: Students are
future of homeland security

By Matthew Watkins
THE BATTALION

The United States needs po-
litical courage from its leaders
and patriotism from the current
generation of students in order to
continue to fight the war on terror-
ism, said former Rep. Jim Turner
on Monday evening.

Tumer, who spoke atthe George
Bush Presidential Library,
said there were numer-
ous threats to the United
States’homeland security,
especially the threat of ter-
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Security and of the House Armed
Services Committee.

Tumerlisted manyareasinwhich
national security is lacking, includ-
ing protecting the nation’s seaports,
protecting the border between the
United States and Mexico, guard-
ing chemical plants and equipping
major cities with the training and
resources necessary for preventing

terrorist attacks.

“Local law enforce-

ment officials still do not
carry out any significant
efforts to be on the look-
out for terrorist activities

it brqught onbyradi-  for emergency during the course of their
?al Sric fur;damental— 1esponse coming ] *c% erations,” Turner
ism. Turner said the U.S. to A&M v d} Ff L e
EONCIIIEnS S Ll PAGE 2 find out if theregis agter-
S len vl rorist cell in this country,
preventing terrorism. .

“National counterter-
rorism efforts have not kept up with
the rhetoric of its leaders,” he said.

During his time in Congress
between 1996 and 2004, Turner
served on the terrorism panel of
the Armed Forces Committee
and was the senior minority leader
of the Committee on Homeland

it is most likely that they
are going to be found out by a local
law enforcement official.”

Tumer said there have been
many opportunities for Congress
to appropriate funding in order
to remedy the problems, but that

See Turner on page 2

KARE brings on-campus
oroups together for relief

volunteered with KARE at First Yell
on Friday night, and that 30 to 35
people volunteered during the foot-

By Victoria White
THE BATTALION

While many Texas A&M Univer-
sity students were enjoying the week-

ball game Saturday.

end’s football festivities, a group of

A&M students spent the weekend
contributing to Hurricane Katrina
relief efforts through fund raising
and campus mentoring programs.
Kristin McClenny, junior interna-
tional studies major and Katrina Ag-

KARE collected

gie Relief Effort (KARE) executive,

said KARE collected $11,976 in bills

and checks at First Yell on Friday

and the football game on Saturday.
The Yell Leaders donated $3,000
at First Yell, and KARE will be col-
lecting money at the next two home
football games, McClenny said.
“We're collecting at the football
games four hours prior to kickoff, so-
we'll be out there from 2 (p.m.) until
about 6:30 (p.m. Saturday),” she said.
“We try to avoid a goal because any-
thing we can raise is well worth it.”
Doug Martin, senior political
science major and executive direc-
tor of KARE, said 20 to 25 people

and the foothall

$11,976

in cash and checks
at First Yell on Friday

game on Saturday.

Martin said KARE is an umbrella
effort in conjunction with other or-
ganizations, including several frater-
nities, sororities, the Memorial Stu-
dent Center and honor societies. All
money raised by KARE will be do-
nated to the Bush-Clinton Katrina

Fund, he said, and many avenues
for fundraising exist, including a
possible charity relief concert.

“No donation is too small,” Mc-
Clenny said. “Pocket change adds
up, but we can also use as many vol-
unteers as we can possibly get.”

Plans for collecting donations for
Katrina victims began the week after
the hurricane hit, McClenny said, and
KARE is working with AggiesCan —
the Athletic Department’s fundraiser
— to collect canned food items to do-
nate to the Brazos Valley Food Bank.

“We wrote a proposal and sent it
to Dr. Gates, and he signed it, and
we've just got a lot of support from
administration on campus,” she
said. “We call it a united Aggie ef-
fort. We're all Aggies, and we can
show what the Aggies are all about
— it's an Aggie effort, not just one or
two groups trying to pull this off.”

Will Hailey, speaker of the Student
Senate, said many of the University’s
colleges and departments have been

they serve.

Prots put New
Orleans into
perspective

By Allison Miles
THE BATTALION

As the United States government works to mo-
bilize aid to victims of Hurricane Katrina, several
professors at Texas A&M University suggest chang-
es that they say could have minimized damages.

Christina Suthammanont, graduate assis-
tant lecturer for political science, said placing
the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) under the Department of Homeland
Security caused confusion and may have
worsened the situation.

“There were two established organizations
with pre-existing structures,” Suthammanont *
said. “After combining them, the structure
doesn’t have the clear chain of command it
once did, no clear line of authority. This can
cause confusion.”

Suthammanont said the two departments
should be recognized for the separate causes

“We can’t view terrorist activity the same
way that we view natural disasters,” Sutham-
manont said. “They may look the same, but

See KARE on page 10

See FEMA on page 10

First woman yell leader elected at A&M-Galveston

By Melissa Filbin
THE BATTALION

For  the
first  time
in history,
Texas A&M
University-
Galveston
has a female
yell leader.
—Amanda
Jean Filkins,
known  as
AJ., said she
knew she wanted to be a yell
leader since her freshman year.

“I know I'm a girl, but I like
A&M too much and I wanted
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to try,” Filkins said. “(Friends).

told me to go for it.”

Filkins, a junior marine bi-
ology major, was informed at
the beginning of this year she
was the junior yell leader for
2005, after the student who
won yell leader did not make
junior status.

“I was told it was the closest
race in history,” Filkins said.
“Our student life director, Todd

Southerland, told me it was the
closest race he’s ever seen.”
A&M-Galveston yell lead-
ers conduct yell practice for
Galveston students on Thurs-
days before football game week-
ends. Then, many Galveston
students drive to College Sta-

“tion to participate in A&M'’s
|- yell practice.

Filkins said she was surprised
by people’s acceptance of her as
a yell leader. ;

“I think we're way ahea
(in Galveston),” Filkins said.
“I think (electing female yell
leaders) is not going to hap-
pen in College Station for a
very long time.”

Andrew Raymond, a senior
maritime business major, said
numerous students at A&M-
Galveston oppose the idea of
female yell leaders.

“(A.J.’s)avery nice girl. L have
nothing against her at all,” Ray-
mond said. “I just don’t agree
with what happened. I just be-
lieve in the traditions of A&M,
and one of them that I was al-
ways aware of was that yell lead-

ers have always been male.”

Raymond said the A&M-
Galveston campus has been
working ‘to prove it has the
Aggie spirit, and he feels
electing a female yell leader
is a step backward.

“It's basically this ongoing
battle of saying we're real Ag-
gies,” Raymond said. “We go up
to the games, but-then we have
our own yell leaders down here.
I still believe we adhere to tradi-
tions as top-notch as in College
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freshman mechanical
engineering major

Lisa Bye

Station. I guess some people
down here got a new viewpoint
and decided to run with it. I un-
derstand it was bound to hap-
pen (in Galveston), but I don’t
believe it'll ever happen in Col-
lege Station.”

ScottJohnson, studentbody -

president for A&M-Galves-
ton, said there is no tradition
that says a yell leader has to
be male.

“A.J. knows traditions like
nobody else,” Johnson said. “I

senior electrical
engineering major

Tradition can “No, we are If they want
change if we losing to run | don't
vote for it. traditions. seea
problem.

_graduate student
in civil engineering

Jyothsana Chandramohan

think for her to get (the yell
leader position) is a wonder-
ful thing.”

Johnson said A&M-Galves-
ton’s yell leaders have been
working to create a relation-
ship with A&M’s yell leaders
and that Reveille is most likely
going to come down to one of
A&M-Galveston’s yell practices
this year.

“This year is our big push to
try and create connections be-
tween our two schools,” he said.

How do you feel about having female yell leaders?”

sophomore molecular
biology major

Lindsay Lundberg

senior biomedical
science major

Elysia Elliot

“Women are Tt's OK if girls
invited into want to try.
everything, so
why not yell
leader?
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